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What’s Up?
STOP PRESS – Unfortunately there will be NO Probus Meeting this month. Hopefully the Hotel will be
available for our October Meeting.
I would like to advise all members that Barbara Morrissy has taken on the role of Editor of the 
Probuscan. Thank you Barbara – keep up the good work. I would have liked to announce this in 
person at our August Meeting but Covid stepped in.
Hope everybody is enjoying their gardens. It’s nice to see all the plants in bloom and we are enjoying 
ours especially when the sun is at its best in our front and back gardens.
To all members who are not feeling the best, we are thinking of you.          Cheers       Heather

What’s On ….May be?

 Next Meeting- Monday 18th October 9.30 am at the Anglesea Hotel

 Garden club – Werribee Rose Garden 6/7th November
Tickets available 18th October

 Snowy and Murray River regions Tour – 23rd-29th October
Places available. Contact Fran for more information: 0427 526 310

 Probus Patchwork/Quilters – Monday 27th September 
Anglesea Community House 9.30 am

 Christmas Lunch.-.Monday 13th December

 September Birthdays Lunch?? – Wednesday 22nd September  
Venue TBA 

Celebrate with Jocelyn Aitken, Pauline Andrewartha, 
                         Susan Clarke, Lyn Elsbury

In this issue?
 ‘Lockdown to Lockout’
 What are you Reading?
 Anglesea War Memorial construction begins
 Jokes, puzzles, mind benders
 ‘What has my life been like with Covid 19 lockdowns?’

Please read and enjoy! (Barbara M)



Just for fun….
Church Ladies With Typewriters        

For those of you who have children and don't
know it, we have a nursery downstairs.

Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir.
They need all the help they can get.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married
on October 24 in the church. So ends a

friendship that began in their school days.

Mrs. Terri asked her Sunday School class to
draw pictures of their favorite Bible stories. She
was puzzled by Kyle's picture, which showed
four people on an airplane, so she asked him
which story it was meant to represent.
"The Flight to Egypt ," was his reply.
Pointing at each figure, Ms. Terri said,
"That must be Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus.
but who's the fourth person?"
"Oh, that's Pontius - the pilot!"

(John Roberts)

I had a problem with my computer
yesterday so I called Eric, the 11year old kid
next door. Eric clicked a couple of buttons
and solved the problem.
As he walked away I called after him,
kkjj "So what was the problem?"He replied "It was an ID ten T error."
I didn't want to appear stupid, but nonetheless asked, "An ID ten T error? Whats that?"
Eric grinned..."Haven't you ever heard of an ID ten T error before?""No" I replied.
"Write it down," he said "and I think you'll figure it out."So I wrote down "ID10T".
I used to like Eric, the little bastard. (Nicky Perkin)

On ya Bike!

Spring has 
sprung!

(Ann Dent)



This is a quiz for people who know everything!
I found out in a hurry that I didn't. These are not trick questions.
They are straight questions with straight answers..

1. Name the one sport in which neither the spectators nor the participants know the score or the leader until the 
contest ends.

2. What famous North American landmark is constantly moving backward?
 
3 Of all vegetables, only two can live to produce on their own for several growing seasons. All other vegetables must 
be replanted every year. What are the only two perennial vegetables?
 
4. What fruit has its seeds on the outside?

5. In many liquor stores, you can buy pear brandy, with a real pear inside the bottle. The pear is whole and ripe, and 
the bottle is genuine; it hasn't been cut in any way. How did the pear get inside the bottle?
 
Only three words in standard English begin with the letters ' dw' and they are all common words. Name two of them.
 
7. There are 14 punctuation marks in English grammar. Can you name at least half of them?

8. Name the only vegetable or fruit that is never sold frozen, canned, processed, cooked, or in any other form except
fresh.

9. Name 6 or more things that you can wear on your feet beginning with the letter 'S.' 

( John Roberts)

The Chinese invented playing cards in AD 1000. 

Some interesting facts.
Did you know that the traditional deck of playing cards are a strikingly coherent form of a calendar? 

 There are 52 weeks in the year and there are 52 playing cards in a deck. 

 There are 13 weeks in each season and there are 13 cards in each suit. 

 There are 4 seasons in a year and 4 suits in the deck. 

 There are 12 months in a year so there are 12 court cards (Those with faces namely Jack, 
Queen, King in each suit.) 

 The red cards represent day, while black cards represent the night.

 If you let Jacks = 11, Queens = 12, and Kings = 13, then add up all the sums of 1 + 2 + 3 + to 
13 = 91. Multiply this by 4, for the 4 suits, therefore 91 x 4 = 364, add 1 that is the Joker and 
you will arrive at the number 365 being the days in a year. Is that a mere coincidence or a 
greater intelligence? 

Of interest is the sum of the letters in the names of the cards,  e.g., add up the letters in "one, two, 
three, four, five, six,  seven, eight, nine, ten, Jack, Queen, King" and they come to 52!

The mathematical perfection is mind-blowing ……………….(Annemarie McMahon)

What are you reading?



A popular book this year is ‘The Dictionary of Lost Words’ by Pip Williams. A 
thoroughly engrossing family story set against the background of the methods used 
to compile the first Oxford Dictionary. Many years and much work were involved in 
getting the numerous volumes into print. The process involved asking:-

Which words are to be included or rejected? 
How are they defined? 
How does language shape our experience of the world?

Here are 3 words that may be in danger of becoming ‘lost’. Your job is to make a case for them to be retained 
by 

 writing a definition
 making a sentence which would convey the meaning
 surveying your grandchildren for current usage and relevance.

Flibbertigibbet Skulduggery Codswallop

With time on your hands why not give this a go!

My favourite book in the time of Covid is ‘This is Happiness’ by Niall Williams (coincidence that both authors 
have the same surname!). Set in 1950’s rural Ireland where the pace of life and change are slow we meet many
enjoyable characters, delight in the setting and enjoy the beautiful writing which is both comic and poignant. I 
laughed out loud on a number of occasions as my Irish ancestry tuned into the writer’s sense of humor!  An 
ideal book for lock-down.  It needs to be read slowly as we consider finding out what happiness means in a 
place where not much happens.

DAFFODIL

When the storm has passed
As it will
You may see a daffodil

When four mad winds
Have torn the trees apart
When cold and fearful was
the human heart
When poisoned words have burned
and looks could kill,
You may see a daffodil.

And when the wheel has turned,
When all your precious days are done
And you become the earth
That loves the rain and sun,
As you will
You may be a daffodil Michael Leunig

(The Age – 21/8/21)

Each year some new words are added to the Macquarie Dictionary
whilst redundant words are removed. This is done so that the 
dictionary reflects modern language usage.  The question now is 
what will be included in 2022 as a result of the pandemic? 
‘iso’ ‘pivot’ ‘uptick’ ‘jab’ ‘social distancing’??? 
What do you think??



Lockdown to Lockout!!

Greetings to all from sunny Nambucca Heads on the mid north coast of NSW.
In early July Nicky and I set off by road headed to visit my elderly father who lives here alone. We had 
a permit to enter NSW and at that stage the Victorian Government classified rural NSW as an “orange 
zone”. Within days of our arrival in Nambucca, Victoria changed the classification of rural NSW to 
“extreme risk” meaning an exemption to travel was required before crossing the border from NSW to 
Victoria. We were not really concerned at that stage as we had intended to head to Southern 
Queensland for a week or two after visiting Ted (my father).
We spent a pleasant 2 weeks with Ted taking him to appointments and getting him out for lunch away 
from his regular “meals on wheels”. Nambucca was not locked down so shops were open and travel 
not restricted.
We left Nambucca in late July and headed to Byron Bay for a pleasant 4 nights but it was during this 
time that wheels started falling off…..
Case numbers continued to increase in Greater Sydney and Queensland very quickly slammed the 
NSW border shut ending our hopes of catching up with friends on the Sunshine Coast.
We headed back to Nambucca where we knew we could get rented accommodation and started to 
prepare for a return to Victoria. We had a second Covid vaccination in Coffs Harbour and submitted 
an application online for a travel exemption. As part of the process, you are required to nominate your 
intended return date and we optimistically nominated a date 4 days beyond the application date. We 
heard nothing for 10 days then received an email to say that because our travel date had passed, our 
case was closed! No contact, no discussion, no options!
We again lodged an online application for a travel exemption nominating a travel date 2 weeks from 
the application date. This would have had us returning 25th August. We heard nothing for 10 days and 
started to make plans to reach the border via western NSW making sure to avoid anywhere there had 
been Covid detected. Our logic was if we heard nothing by the intended travel date then we could 
argue we had tried to comply but had heard nothing.
Imagine our frustration and disappointment when 3 days from departure, we received emails to say 
our application had been refused! No reason, just refused. Fully vaccinated, no red zone contact or 
cases in Nambucca, able to travel nonstop from the border to home and self isolate but just “no”.
On the upside we will now be in Nambucca to celebrate Ted’s 97th birthday on 1st September. We are 
now on “monthly rental” with our accommodation and the weather has been good enough for Nicky to 
swim most mornings after our walk on the beach.
Hoping to see you all again some time before Christmas!!

Keith and Nicky Perkin



What has my life been like in the dreaded Cov19 Lockdowns...
Well the Mantra that we are all in the same boat is true to a certain extent..
But we are all on small islands of our own in so many ways.  I for one would hate to be a mother 
or father who are going through home schooling, kids not allowed to meet their friends, juggling 
working from home or being separated from work colleagues, trying to work out who should or 
could be the one to work from home and who isn’t.  Decisions, decisions keeping everyone on an 
even keel.
Then there are those of us we can’t see, hug or kiss our families, children, grand children.  
Facetime is great but not the same.  I have been lucky that until the full lockdown of the whole 
state I was able to meet up with my youngest daughter Melanie and grandchildren Asha and Rory
who live in Torquay albeit not in our homes but at least out for a coffee or a meal.  But my other 
2 daughters Sally and Marc her partner, Meagan, Steve and grandson Riley I haven’t been able 
to see them in some time, and I miss them.  Meagan has her 50th Birthday coming up and I will 
not be able to see her other than on Facetime, another milestone missed.
Having said all that I have to say in answer to those who can’t or won’t understand all these rules
and restrictions.....I ask the question, What is the Alternative?   Well it’s not good.  So lets just 
all accept what is in our best interest on the advice of Medical Advice and not “Shoot the 
Messenger”.
How do I fill in my time?  Well a few weeks ago I was very unwell and I found myself wondering 
what the future held.  So once I got over that and realised it was up to me to get myself back on
track.  I have had to make some concessions as to the way my life was and I have adapted.  My 
best friend “Buddy” has accepted the changes as well.  For quite a few days until I was feeling 
better I was loading Buddy into the car and driving closer to my General Store to keep up my 
daily routine of checking my post box and collecting my paper, then as I starting feeling 
stronger and more confident I ditched the car bit and now I walk my normal route each day 
(with the aid of my walker).  Buddy has had to learn to slow down a bit and I have to watch the 
ground so as not to run over anything too bumpy,  so be it,  I am just so happy to be back to the 
“new normal”
How do I fill in my days you may ask.....Well unlike many of my friends, I am not a reader but I 
survive.  I am an avid football fan which will not came as a surprise to many of you.  As I write 
this my beloved Bulldogs are still in it, but by the time it is published we may well be out of the 
finals,  who knows fingers crossed.  If my team is not in it I will be barracking hard for 
Melbourne.  Because I have Foxtel I can watch every game every week which I do so during the 
footy season I have had no trouble keeping myself occupied on the weekends but that will be 
over soon.
I am an avid TV watcher, whilst my book reading friends are curled up in a comfy chair reading 
their favourite books I am tuned into SBS on Demand, Netflix,  ABC Iview and Stan.  I watch 
good even great movies or series which keep me well and truly occupied.  I have even been known
to give a critique to friends, the girl at the chemist, friends on line.  Maybe I could have a new 
job in the future.
I play Words with Friends on my Ipad with 22 friends and have for many years and love it.  
Some of them I can never beat, they just have the knack of knowing words that I have never 
even heard and the rest of them we are pretty well on the same wave length.  It is also a great 



way of checking up with each other.  When I wasn’t well I would get messages saying are you 
alright you haven’t been playing for a few days.  Very important to have that connection.
When we could still go out in the region I would go to the Pivotonian Theatre in Geelong and seen
some great movies, including some from the Melbourne International Film Festival.  
I have a wonderful neighbour Gail who is my bubble buddy.  She comes over once a day and we sit
and chat at length.  We would go out to dinner at the Golf Club and to Roses Chinese.  Sadly the 
dinners are out now but fingers crossed it won’t be too much longer.  We have what we call our 
“Gated Community”  which consists of Gail, myself and neighbours at the bottom of Gails’ garden.
We have a gate each into Gails’ long garden, my gate is purple and Barry and Ann’s gate is red.  
We often meet in her garden and talk as if we had just met up in the street, masks on and 
discreetly distanced.

Living where we live is really not so bad is it?  We do not have many of the constraints that 
Melbourne have and we have beautiful walks, beautiful fresh air and beautiful friends.
I hope a little insight into my way of coping with the situation is helpful and interesting.  My 
biggest problem living as a single person in the home is what to have for dinner and can I be 
bothered to make it.  I have never been a good or creative cook.    
Thanks for listening, I can’t wait until we can all get together again.   
Stay Safe.........  Sue

Cryptic puzzle Part 2
 (Score – Gold 3: Silver 2 : Bronze 1)

3 W on a T S

100 C in a D B

11 P in a S/F T S

12 M  in a Y B

13 = U F S G

8 T on an O S

29 D in F in a L Y S

365 D in a Y B

13 L in a B D G

52 W in a Y B

9 L of a C G

64 S on a C B S

6 B to an O in C S

15 M on a D M C G

This is a MENSA  test that has been circulating for many years in various forms. I found it in a recent clean up. It was
given to me by Laurie Adamson when I took over from him in 2002 as newsletter editor. He was a member of the 
Geelong Art Society at the time and this puzzle appeared in their newsletter. MENSA is an organisation for those 
people with an IQ in the top 2% of the population. If you were able to solve 20 of  the clues you could be eligible for 
membership! I added the medal scoring because we are in Olympics mode and to give you clues about degrees of 
difficulty. (as in diving, gymnastics etc.) Hope you give it a try and we look forward to hearing from those in the 2% 
category.



 ANGLESEA WAR MEMORIAL CONSTRUCTION BEGINS

The exciting turning of the first sod for the long-awaited Anglesea & District War Memorial Wall took place on 5
September. Following the essential groundworks, the elegant wall of beautiful Aireys Inlet stone will take shape 
during September with works expected to complete in October.

The plan has been on the drawing board since 2015, when it was first discussed by the community group 
consulting with VicRoads over changes to the Great Ocean Road roundabout in the centre of Anglesea. A 
community committee combining members of the Anglesea RSL, Lions Club, Historical Society and residents 
was then formed to get the idea up and running. 

The Anglesea War Memorial  Appeal was launched in 2019 and was enthusiastically embraced by the 
community. Despite the setbacks of the Black Summer Fires and the Covid-19 pandemic, the target of $65,000 
was reached by mid-2020. The committee is appreciative of the support given by the Surf Coast Shire, the 
Bendigo Bank and the Lodge of the Great Ocean Road, a wonderful group of local Gold and Silver Donors and 
the Anglesea community. 

With the funds raised ensuring the future of the project, work began on the plans which were drawn up in 
conjunction with the Surf Coast Shire. Despite the delays caused by Covid lockdowns, and surmounting the 
difficulties of fine-tuning the design and costings without being able to hold meetings, the drawings were 
finalised early in 2021. 

At the same time the search for names for the plaques was instigated. In addition to calling for community 
nominations, the committee searched local Honor Rolls, RSL membership and historical records, resulting in 
395 names being included on the plaques. These are now being printed in readiness for mounting on the wall. 
Nominations are still welcome and will be included on an addendum plaque. 

A ceremony to officially open the Memorial Wall is planned for Sunday 14 November at 1.30pm and everyone 
is welcome to attend. The flags will be unfurled for the first time and the guest speaker is Michael Ronaldson. 
An exhibition originally intended to co-incide with the opening has been postponed due to the current 
lockdown and will now be held in the autumn. It will tell the stories of many of the men and women named in 
the plaques. Told in themes it will focus on people from Anglesea to Bellbrae and Eastern View, from farmers to
lighthouse keepers to war artists and military surveyors. It will be augmented by displays featuring the original 
Anglesea Avenue of Honor, the work of the Air Observers Corps at Loveridge Lookout, the commemoration at 
the RSL and the building of the Anglesea Memorial Hall. 

(With thanks to David Morris)

Who’s Who?

PRESIDENT - Heather Batson - Heddy.batson55@gmail.com 

SECRETARY - Annemarie McMahon - 0400 583 773 mcmahon_family18@hotmail.com 

TREASURER - John Roberts 0410 458 907 joroberts2@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP/WELFARE  - Kristen McDonald 0417 103 847: Lyn Elsbury 0427 842 150 

EXCURSIONS/ENTERTAINMENT - Fran Findlay—0427 526 310 flfindlay@bigpond.com 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT - Keith Perkin

mailto:joroberts2@gmail.com

